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Because you have the right to have a Secretary of Defense whose views are better aligned with yours on
these and other subjects, I believe it is right for me to step down from my position.
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One core belief | have always held is that our strength as a nation is inextricably linked to the strength of
our unique and comprehensive system of alliances and partnerships.
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Similarly, I believe we must be resolute and unambiguous in our approach to those countries whose
strategic interests are increasingly in tension with ours. It is clear that China and Russia, for example,
want to shape a world consistent with their authoritarian model — gaining veto authority over other
nations’ economic, diplomatic, and security decisions — to promote their own interests at the expense of
their neighbors, America and our allies. That is why we must use all the tools of American power to
provide for the common defense.
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